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Introduction
Throughout its existence, the United States military has viewed homosexuality as being incompatible with military service. The military identified sodomy as grounds for a dishonorable discharge under the Articles of War adopted in 1776, though it did not identify homosexuality as a "status" until 1942. During the Carter Administration, the "no exception"
policy was adopted, officially banning homosexuals from military service. In 1992, Bill Clinton promised to change the policy and allow citizens to serve in the military, regardless of sexual orientation. His bill was designed to be a compromise;
while the policy did not explicitly ban homosexuals, it did not allow anyone who is openly gay to serve in the military. This policy has resulted in thousands being discharged and countless others being denied the opportunity to serve. The Department of Defense's current homosexual policy must be changed because it is out-of-step with the views of American citizens, U.S. laws, and changing military attitudes, and practices of U.S allies.
Current Department of Defense Policy
The 
Discharges Per Year
Discharges generally 
Americans Views on Homosexuals
When dealing with controversial topics in the military, the nation that it protects must be taken into account. The U.S. 
Numbers of Homosexuals in the United States
The exact number of homosexuals living in the U. • 23% (or 125 individuals) say they know for sure that someone in their unit is a homosexual • 27% (or 38 individuals) of those who know a homosexual peer, said it has a negative impact on the morale of their unit • 58% (or 316 individuals) of those who did not know of a homosexual in their unit believed that there would be a negative effect on morale While it is difficult to measure the effect that openly gay soldiers have on unit morale, even a slight effect is cause for concern. Senior leaders and policy makers believe that the way to eliminate the threat that homosexuals pose to unit cohesion is to bar them from service. 
U.S Allies Practices
In the military, the focus should always be mission Service members work with homosexuals on a daily basis.
Conclusion
The DoD must adopt a policy that allows openly homosexual personnel to serve in the armed forces. Admittedly, the transition will not be easy. While morale may initially be effected, the only way that homosexuals will be able to serve in the military is by changing a culture that has existed for over Word Count: 2089
